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SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE TO THE EXAMINER'S OFFICE ACTION 

In response to the Office Action dated November 1, 2004, Applicant filed a Response 
and Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 on January 25, 2005. 

Applicant hereby submits this Supplemental Response to the Amendment filed on 
January 25, 2005, providing a summary of the main points made in the Amendment and 
Response. 

Summary 

• Applicant's claims 1-18 each require an apparatus having at least the following 

features: 

a) a substantially convex shape , that is thicker in the center region and 

gradually thinner towards the edges; 

b) a material and constitution for maintaining the convex shape under the 

weight of the mattress and a person; and 

c) a set of dimensions large enough to adjust the firmness, support, or sag for 

the majority of an area of the mattress used by the person. 

• The prior art of record does not disclose, teach or suggest an apparatus having the 

foregoing claimed features. 
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• More particularly, U.S. Patent No. 6,665,898 to Gordon does not disclose, teach or 

suggest an apparatus having a substantially convex shape and a material and 
constitution for maintaining the convex shape under the weight of the mattress 
and a person. Gordon teaches neither the desirability of nor any means for 
maintaining a convex shape. Indeed, the apparatus of Gordon would not 
maintain a convex, shape, particularly under the weight of the mattress and a 
person. More particularly, Gordon's apparatus would bulge and rock under 
the weight of a mattress and person, and therefore would not assume or 
maintain the shape shown in Gordon's Figure 3B. See Declaration of Jon D. 
Pearson under 37 CFR 1.132. 

• Furthermore, Gordon clearly does not disclose, teach or suggest an apparatus having 

a set of dimensions large enough to adjust the firmness, support, or sag for the 
majority of an area of the mattress used by the person. Indeed, the Gordon 
patent expressly states that "the present invention seeks to correct this mattress 
sa S in the center region 20 of the sleeping surface " (See Gordon at column 2, 
lines 41^3 and column 3, lines 1-4), which does not correspond to the 
majority of an area of the mattress used by the person, as expressly recited in 
Applicant's claims. 



• Therefore, Gordon clearly does not disclose each and every element of Applicant's 

independent claims 1 and 7, from which the remaining claims depend, and 
thus the claims cannot be anticipated. 

• Furthermore, the secondary references by Reeder et aL and Pepe do not cure the 

deficiencies of Gordon. See Declaration of Jon D. Pearson under 37 CFR 
1.132. 

Please direct any questions or comments to Thomas T. Aquilla at (607) 256-7330. 
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